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and can reduce crime as well as catch criminals;
one that has tougher penalties but also alter-
native punishments, like boot camps for first-
time offenders; one that will give us a chance
to have drug treatment as well as tougher pun-
ishment. These are the kinds of things that we
need to do to make this country safe again.
And we’re going to do it this year in Wash-
ington, just as you’ve been trying to do it in
Georgia.

Soon I will present to the Congress a welfare
reform program designed to begin the process
of ending the whole welfare system as we know
it. And a lot of that welfare reform program
is like what you are doing here in Georgia. Peo-
ple want to be independent, not dependent.
People want to succeed as parents and workers.
And we have to give them the tools, the incen-
tives, and, if necessary, the requirements to do
just that. And I believe we can. And I think
the American people want us to do it.

Finally, let me say that when you look at
all this, it all brings you back to the beginning.
We are moving into a new and different and
very exciting time in which the young people
here will be able to grow up, if we complete
our work at dismantling the nuclear arsenals of
other countries, unafraid of nuclear war. I was
so proud to be able to go to Russia and sign
an agreement where we agreed that for the first
time in decades we would no longer even point
our missiles at each other. That is a good thing.

But if you look all over the world, with the
end of the cold war and the opening up of

new technologies and the increasing
entrepreneurialism and the more rapid pace of
change, there are dangers there, too. Because
now countries instead of invading each other
are fighting from within, from Bosnia to Rwan-
da. And even countries that are trying to pro-
mote democracy are made more vulnerable by
high technology and organized criminal activity,
from organized crime in Russia to the drug king-
pins in Mexico and South America to the gangs
that terrorize the streets of the United States
of America.

We have great tests and challenges before
us, each of us within our borders and across
our borders. But the next century can be the
best time America has ever known. And the
young people in this audience can have the best
life any group of Americans has ever known
if we have the courage and the vision and the
wisdom to cool down the traditional politics-
as-usual, to reduce the gridlock, to reduce the
hot air, to reduce the name-calling, and instead
think about the people that live in this country
and do something to bring them together and
move them forward. That is my promise to you.

Thank you, and God bless you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:12 p.m. in the
CNN Center Atrium. In his remarks, he referred
to Mayor Bill Campbell of Atlanta; Gov. Zell Mil-
ler of Georgia; Max Cleland, Georgia secretary
of state; and Thomas T. Irvin, Georgia agriculture
commissioner.
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The President. [Inaudible]—the elections will
help, because the elections will give an oppor-
tunity for the facts to come out. The Georgia
economy’s doing well. It’s done much better
since I’ve been elected President. The economic
program, which we passed—a lot of the Repub-
licans, including some of the prominent Repub-
licans in Georgia, accused us of raising income
taxes on everybody. Now they know, the Amer-
ican people know, only 1.2 percent of the Amer-
ican people paid higher income taxes. And this

year, one in six working families will get a tax
cut. We’re reducing the deficit. And under our
administration, we’ll have 3 years of declining
deficits for the first time since Truman.

So the economy’s doing better. We passed
sweeping education and training reforms. We’re
passing the toughest crime bill in American his-
tory. We’re going to pass welfare reform. We’re
dealing with the problems of America. And I
think by election time that should be very help-
ful. That’ll be a good environment in which
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Democrats can run. We Democrats don’t have
the kind of machine, in a way—media ma-
chine—that the Republicans do, sort of spewing
out all this venom and all this labeling and
name-calling all the time. So we get down some-
times, but we’ll get back up.

Georgia—Atlanta has benefited greatly from
the trade initiatives of this administration, from
the North American Free Trade Agreement,
from the worldwide trade agreement, from our
outreach to Asia. So I think the record—the
economic benefits and the fact that we reflect
middle class values and welfare reform, the
crime initiative, and other things, all those things
will help the Democrats by November.

Q. Do you take a fairly relaxed attitude about
the fact that some Members of the Georgia del-
egation, congressional delegation, would just as
soon stay in Washington and not right now come
down and be with you?

The President. Sure, I take a fairly relaxed
attitude about whatever they want to do. But
I think the—you’ve got to understand, in the
rural South where you’ve got Rush Limbaugh
and all this right-wing extremist media just pour-

ing venom at us every day and nothing to
counter that, we need an election to get the
facts out. So I really—I welcome the election—
American people find out the truth, they’re
going to support people who didn’t say no every
time.

Essentially these Democrats, most of them
have said yes to America. They’ve said yes on
crime, yes on getting the deficit down, yes on
getting the economy going, yes on moving the
country forward. We have ended gridlock. It
took us years and years and years to pass some
of this anticrime initiatives and other things that
we’re doing now. And when the American peo-
ple see the facts, even in the places which were
tough for us, I think that the Democrats will
do very, very well, because they’ll have their
own record to run on. So I’m kind of looking
forward to it.

NOTE: The President spoke at approximately 3
p.m. at the CNN International Studio. A tape was
not available for verification of the content of
these remarks.
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Haiti

Q. President Clinton, is military intervention
on the table?

President Clinton. I agree with what President
Carter said. That’s basically what I said this
morning, and I believe that. After all, we had
an agreement, the Governors Island Agreement,
which was broken. And I think the military lead-
ers are going to have to understand that we
have been very patient. After they reneged on
the Governors Island Agreement, we went back
and spent a few more months trying to come
up with some alternative formula. President
Aristide did not dispute the fact that he had
to broaden his political base in order to effec-
tively govern. He was willing to do that. And
we have worked on this for months now.

For the last several weeks we keep getting
reports not only of Aristide backers but of civil-
ians being not only murdered, but mutilated.

And I think it’s time for a new initiative. We’re
now, as you know, doing two things: We’re going
for stronger sanctions in the U.N. and stiffening
the enforcement of the sanctions we have, con-
sistent with what President Aristide has wanted
all along. We’re going to consult with all of
our friends and allies in the region, and we’re
going to do our best to bring a conclusion to
this before more people die innocently and con-
tinue to suffer. But we cannot remove the mili-
tary option. We have to keep that as an option.

Q. It sounds like your patience is running
out.

President Clinton. I think it has run out;
maybe we’ve let it run on a bit too long. But
we’re—the United States is very sensitive to the
fact that without our direct intervention, today,
all governments in Latin America, Central
America, and the Caribbean have elected lead-
ers except two—Haiti has ousted theirs, and
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